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how comforting your words of sympathy and
appreciation are. It was, and is/.a grief be-
yond words to have this matter come up at
all, and especially so at the very end of the
year, when our hearts and minds are so nat-
urally pre-occupied with the joys and in-
terests of the Sixth Form, on the very eve
of their graduation. It literally takes the
life out of me, and I am more conscious of
it than ever.

"Of course/much of this sort of thing is                       (

done thoughtlessly, but after so many years
at The Hill one would think that Sixth Form
boys would feel some sense of responsibility.

"It hurts the school, the moral conscious-
ness of the younger boys, the families and
friends of the fellows who are disciplined,
who always resent our action, no matter what
it is, and thus creates an atmosphere of un-
kindness, and often bitterness, instead of sym-
pathy, appreciation and friendliness. God
knows how unspeakably hard it always is^ to
have to say the final words, and I shrink
from it more each year.

"Just as I was feeling most distressed over
the whole affair, comes along your blessed
letter, for which I cannot thank you ade-
quately.

"' Mrs. John * shares my sense of gratitude,
and joins me in love;

"You know that she and I came over last
November, spending the months of December,
January and February in Florence, near Mar-
garet and Marion, in school there.

"I  returned home  early  in   March,  andt of
